
 
 AGENDA ITEM NO: 7 

 
BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND PROTECTION COMMITTEE 
19 April 2016 

 
 

APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCE SEEKING 
DEPARTURE FROM BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL POLICY 
 
RE: Mr Hateem Mukarram 
 
Report of the Strategic Director - Neighbourhoods  
 
Purpose of Report 

1. To consider an application for the grant of a Hackney Carriage licence seeking 
departure from Council policy.  

 
Background 
 

2. On 15 March 2016 the Council received an application for the grant of a new 
Hackney Carriage from Mr Hateem Mukarram. The vehicle is a Peugeot Expert, 
registration number SF12 HYO. The vehicle was first registered on 4 May 2012 
and was purchased by Mr Mukarram on 1 February 2016. Mr Mukarram stated 
that the vehicle was to replace his previous vehicle which had been written off due 
to a fire.  
 

3. Mr Mukarram notified officers that his previous vehicle was written off on 28 
November 2015. Mr Mukarram’s previous vehicle was a Peugeot E7, first 
registered on 8 July 2009, registration number SF09 ASV, identified by licence 
number 8052. 

 
4. Council policy with regard to replacing written off Hackney Carriage licences 

states: 
“Write off  
11. Any vehicle written off within three years of first registration may be 
replaced with another vehicle provided it is not older than the written off 
vehicle.” 

 
5. Members will note that at the time of being written off Mr Mukarram’s vehicle was 

over six years old. The vehicle may therefore only be replaced with a vehicle 
which complies with the policy in all respects, in particular it must be brand new. 
At the time of application Mr Mukarram’s proposed vehicle was three years and 
ten months old. 
 

6. Mr Mukarram submitted documents in relation to the vehicle before you today 
however an application form and a number of documents were not submitted at 
this time. He also submitted a letter in respect of the application alleging that 
incorrect advice was given to him and a number of other people in respect of this 
vehicle. A copy of this letter is attached at Appendix A. 
 

7. Officers wrote to Mr Mukarram on 9 March 2016 to advise him that the vehicle did 
not comply with the policy in respect of new vehicles and that further documents 
were required, and noting that the conversations on 25 February 2016 had been 
noted by officers, and advice had been given that the vehicle must be brand new, 



not up to three and a half years old, as Mr Mukarram states in his letter. A copy of 
this letter is attached at Appendix B. 
 

8. Hackney Carriage licences are issued under section 47 of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 which states: 
 
“47  Licensing of hackney carriages 

(1)     A district council may attach to the grant of a licence of a hackney 
carriage under the Act of 1847 such conditions as the district council may 
consider reasonably necessary. 
(2)     Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing subsection, a 
district council may require any hackney carriage licensed by them under 
the Act of 1847 to be of such design or appearance or bear such 
distinguishing marks as shall clearly identify it as a hackney carriage. 
(3)     Any person aggrieved by any conditions attached to such a licence 
may appeal to a magistrates' court.” 

  
The Council is entitled to adopt a policy in relation to the age, type and 
specification of vehicles that will normally be licensed.  Whilst the public are 
entitled to expect the council will usually follow its own policy, the council must 
not, of course apply the policy in rigid fashion.  In other words the council must not 
act in an entirely fettered manner.  In accordance with the law the council must be 
prepared to listen to what an individual applicant has to say and to consider any 
facts the applicant is able to deploy in seeking to persuade the council that the 
policy should not apply in his particular case. 

 
9. Mr Mukarram has been invited to attend this meeting and has been supplied with 

a copy of this report. 
 
APPENDICES  
Appendix A  Letter from Mr Mukarram 9 March 2016 
Appendix B Letter to Mr Mukarram 9 March 2016 
 
Recommended: The committee is asked to refuse the application in line with Council 
policy. 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985 
Background papers 
 
 
Contact Officer: Abigail Holman 
   Senior Licensing Officer 
   Neighbourhoods 
   Telephone: 0117 3574900 
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